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This is a short, accessible book aimed at a broad
audience. It aims to give a worldview that is con-
sistent with Christian beliefs and modem sciencc

drawing on the Thomist tradition, especially
Bernard Lonergan's Insight. To this end it expounds
Lonergan's 'emergent probability,' the idea that
arises from taking into account both classical
(causal) and statistical explanations. The result is an
evolutionary account of the universe in which pur-
pose is to be found in what Lonergan called finality,
an upwardly directed dynamism characterised by
increasing systematisation. This involves the condi-
tioned series of schemes of recurrence well illus-

trated by, say, fusion cydes in stars to the Krebs
cyde in the life of an organism. The authors bring
Lonergan's ideas up to date by discussing complex-
ity theory, evo devo and convergent evolution.

They tackle problems of human freedom and
God's providence, re'3ecting the idea of freedom as
arbitrary choice, and pointing to God's solution to
the problem of evil in the cmcrgence of the theo-
logical virtues-redemption, in fact, is illustrated by
the active resistance of Gandhi in exposing the
moral bankmptcy of the British Empire. Implica-
tions for human living are found in what is termed
an ethics of risk (as distinct from an ethics of con-
trol). Our moral agency must accept the uncertainty
of probable outcomes lest it fall into hubris. The

idea is from Sharon Welch, who illustrates the poim
with a well-meaning, but flawed intervention of a
philanthropist who makes a meal for some hungry
children by cooking eggs meant for sale at the mar-
ket (we are not to assume that simple, dfflect solu-
tions will automatically help) and a teacher of black
children in the Depression departing from the his-
tory text book to teach the tmth about slavery, an
authentic choice for which she loses her job.

The authors defend classical theism arguing that
a transcendent God can nevertheless be personal, a
God who enters into human history and answers
prayers. By the questions that they raise they sug-
gest that a changing God might be unable to deal
with the problem of evil, and love unconditionally.
If God were not unchanging, perhaps God's love
would not be constant. If God were surprised at his
creation, could we be assured that it is very good.

Although drawing on sophisticated resourccs, Cre-
ator God, Evolving World is lucid and simple, taking
time to explain concepts such as teleology and meta-
physics, and setting the context for the modem science
versus religion debate. As such it will be a useful
introduction for those seeking an alternative to atheis-
tic evolution and anti-scientific belief.
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